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[Focus of this talk

rules In Dutch.




Attributive adjectives are marked

by —e.
DF = zErrole
[-def; +common;-plur] [Een rod- appel
‘a red apple’

[ +defi; -common;-plur] [De rod - appel
‘the red apple’

[+def;-commoen;=-plur] |Het red: AuIs

‘the red house’

[-def;+plur] REG - appels/huizen
rediapples/neuses:
[ +def; +plur] De ed -F appels/atizen

‘e red apples/ieuses’
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BUT

the attributive adjective Is bare If the
DP IS

[-definite; -common; -plural]

EEN ROOD FUIS/ROPE F|U[S)




Salient vs non-salient

& . features have an overt morpho-
phoenolegical, morpho-syntactic or
semantic marking in the input, e.g.
Numibber in Dutch.

. . features have noe; eVert
MoerPhe-phenelegical; MerpPhe-Syatactic or
SeEmantic mardang IR the input, €.9.
GenRderr in Dutehl

(@i Pinker, 19845  Sleloim, 197 7 Karmileii=Smith, 197 9)



Observation (verbal inflection)

Iniflection In languages with the most
saliently: erganized verl systems (e.g.
Einnish or Russian) Is detected and
(re)constructed earlier than inflection In
languages withrless) salientl\/ erganized
VVer systems (e.g. Duitch, German or
ERglish).

(Bittner, Dressier & KilaniESehoch), 2003, Xxa/)



Claim

Salient characteristics of
the mput Influence the

LC r]llJJJrJJfJ o)




Linguistic comparison

¢ VVerbal paradign
o Number [£plural] salient
o Person [£speaker] salient

pAGECIN NG

. NUmver
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Dutch children/overview

Age range N subjects in N subjects in

(yrs;mos)  vyerbal task adjectival
task

559 — S LA 12 [{

451 — 4511 112 17

5;3 —5;11 12 15

050} — 67 10 11

50— i AOL LESLE 14
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Paradigm/regular lexical verbs
drinken ‘to drink’

1sg drink

250 drinkt
3s9 drinkt
I0)| diRkEn
2] AkEnR

3pl drinken



Verbs/Test material and tasks

¢ 2 existing and 2 nonsense
VEerbs

¢ Elicitation tasks

¢ Sentence completion task
(Bsg, 3pl)
9 Situatien description

(dis@);, 2s0)
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Nonsense verbs/accuracy In

3sg/3pl

suffix -t -2
context [-plur;-speaker] [+plur;-speaker]

3s9 3pl
S YIS LOOY% 12742 L OZY5 1A/ A2
4. VIS 1LO0OY% RS £18S) G594 20) /251
5 vrs  100%  2i0/240 00% 2 /2
5 vrs | 100% 1818 100% j



Nonsense verbs/accuracy In

1sg and 2sg

suffix ~ -
context [-plur;-speaker] [-plur;+speaker]

250 1sg
SVIS 1L00% 15715 69%
4 yrs 1L00% 21 /20 1949%
S YIS 99 20/27  100%
01 YIS 100% ‘Le/le L00%,



Two competing systems

SYSTEM 1 SYSTEM 2
(non-target) (target)

Singular Plural

Singular  Plural




Summary. results/verbs

¢ 90% acguisition criterium Is reached
In all groups for all conditions except
for 1sg In 3-year-olds.

& Some of the 3-yr-olds slightly lag
pPelRind IR the acguisitien of the
feature [Fspeaker].

o Claim conlirmed: salieney, iacllitates
the acclratertser ol rulestior versal
IRlection firem early on.
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Adjectives/Test material and
tasks

¢ 5 commoen and 5 neuter rooet nouns

¢ S5 diminutives (neuter gender/moerpho-
phenoclegical cue, I.e. suififix -tje)

¢ 2 pairs off contrastive adjectivVes
¢ Elicitation task/sentence completion
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Results adjectives/accuracy

suffix - -

DP [+def;-plur;-com] [+def;-plur;+com]
S vrs  100% 14/14 100% 0/ 6
4yrs 98% 43/44 100% 48/48
5 vyrs 100% A2/42 100% 44/44
5 yrs 96% 44/45  100% 43/43

01
N
S
01
N

989%

100%
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Results adjectives/accuracy

[+plural; tdefinite]

100% 18/18

4 yrs 1. 0)0)%% 50)/510)
5, VIS 1 00%% 4545
5 YIS 4% 49/59

7 yrs 1 00Y%




Results adjectives/accuracy

suffix -7 ~&
DP [-def; -plur;-com] [-def;-plur;+com]

SNVIS MIGY0 S/AIOR (000
4 yrs |46% 1L00%

= | G
PN

(99

@

W | =

5 s | 10%; /A4 0%
5 eS| 54% S9A4/55 100
7 vrs | 15% 45/600 (1007



Surface forms and underlying

rules

Adjectival suffix

-€

[ +common]

-0

[-common]

Gender attribution by children

(definite determiner test)

het de
[-common] [+common]

Inconsistent consistent

consistent iInconsistent
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Consistency analysis

gender by -common +common
children

(determiner test)

suffix -7

Gelzanvahizgy (consistent)  (consistent)
31yIrs 58%0 4/6) 19806 26/28
AN/KS 856%  24/28 \91Y% 14 /7E
S VIS 1/

(@)
S
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Development neuter gender monolingual
children

- definite
articles

- attributive
adjectives

)
(@)
(D)
| =
| =
o
(@)
(€D)
(@))
©
4
-
(€D)
(@)
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Summary results/adjectives

¢ From early on, children; perform target-like
In conditions which reguire —e.

¢ In the ‘exceptional” condition, children are
at first: sight non-target-like due to late
ACouUISItien off GENGEr:

¢ Childrenracquirerthelipilectional rules
eany. e grewih o REUtEr NeURSHIS a
lORE-IaStNG PRECESS:

23



Conclusion

» Claim not confirmed: inflectional

rules are acguired early/ in
development even, It features arke noet

moerphe-phenelegically, Merphe-
syntactically, er semantically/ salieni.
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TThank you!

ariflex/



[-def] Feommen [-plural]




Consistency analysis/root nouns

gender by -common +common
children

(determiner test)

suffix 7) e
(adjectival test) (consistent) (consistent)

5 VIS 0% 02 1L00% 26726
4 VXS a1% A5 /18 | 1L00% 1SIS
SIOV/ES) 1% 5 /20 L00% 41/41

5 VIS S2%  28/94  LO0Y%
s 4% IS 59/62
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